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Twelve tokens. A4 portrait, 300 gsm, colour. Print at 100%. Laminate the whole sheet first, then cut the shapes out — people always get this the wrong way round, and cut-first peels

within a week. Cut around each shape itself, not around the corner ticks.

naming word · black triangle · 35 mm base · four

doing word · red circle · 30 mm · four

describing word · dark-blue triangle · 25 mm base · four

Four of each covers any four-word sentence twice over. The colours are the Montessori ones and are not negotiable: shape and colour code the same fact twice, so a colour-blind child still has

the shape.

The red circle is 30 mm. The full stop on the Tray 5 punctuation tile is a 10 mm dot. Same shape, same hand, same term — the size is what keeps them apart.



the key card — it lives on the tray

naming doing describing

worked example — “the dog ran”

the dog ran

worked example — “a cat sat”

a cat sat

worked example — “the red hen ran”

the red hen ran

Dark Phonics · Writing Shelf · grammar pack · Tray 8 · page 2 of 2. Four cards at 190 × 60 mm — the same size as the blank strips the child writes on, so a card and the child’s own strip are the

same object. Laminate, then cut. The three examples are for your first presentation only: after that the material is the child’s own six strips from Tray 5, exactly as the shelf guide says. Every verb here is one
a five-year-old can act.


